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Chicago Salsa Championships 
Saturday, January 28, 2017 

Judging Criteria & Instructions 
 

Members of the panel of judges will be chosen by the event organizers.  They will include professional dance 
instructors, professional dance performers, professionally-trained judges, and leaders in the salsa dance 
community.  To mitigate any possible real or perceived bias, judges will be carefully selected to represent 
different schools, areas, groups, and styles.  There will be one chief judge and an additional 3 to 7 judges.  The 
chief judge’s scores will serve to break a tie, if necessary.  Final placements will be tabulated using the industry 
standard Relative Placement system.  Each judge’s scores for the top 3 couples in each competitive category 
will be posted for the competitors and public immediately after the awards.  Scores for 4th place and on may or 
may not be posted. 
 
Please arrive at the May I Have This Dance studio (5246 N Elston) no later than 8:15pm on January 28, 2017.  
When you arrive, please see Nino DiGiulio or the Judges coordinator to pick up your materials and for notice 
about the on-site judges meeting.  The contests will take place sometime between 8:30pm and 10pm.  We will 
introduce the judges before the competitions.  Please send Nino DiGiulio your bio and any specific items you 
would like mentioned during your introduction. 
 
You may know or have heard of some or several of the competitors.  Please make sure to stay completely 
unbiased during the judging.  If you feel that you cannot be unbiased for any particular competitor or category, 
please notify the event organizer immediately and we will find a replacement or not use your judging sheet for 
that category.  We will be as discreet as possible.  We place utmost importance on the actual and perceived 
integrity of our competition, so please help us maintain this high level of integrity. 
 
Lifts, aerials, and side-by-side choreography are not allowed.  The competition will either be run as one large 
heat, or in separate heats with several couples at a time in a “Just Dance” format where will focus on social 
dancing lead/follow to random salsa/mambo music. 
 
The criteria that you should base your scoring, in order of importance, are: 
 
TIMING:  Does the couple demonstrate impeccable timing?  Purposefully going off beat for musicality then 
getting back on the beat should not cause deductions unless it doesn’t flow with the dance and the music.  
Breaking on 1, On-2 Salsa, or Traditional Mambo are all equally acceptable.  However, if a couple doesn’t keep 
a consistent beat, you cannot determine what beat they are on, or if their beat or pulse doesn’t match the music, 
then it should be reflected in their scores. 
 
TECHNIQUE:  Clean footwork, good connection, body movement, centering, execution of moves, spins & turns.  
Are they demonstrating technical mastery of the dance? 
 
TEAMWORK:  Are they working well as a partnership?  Do they complement each other?  Are they making their 
partners look good as well as themselves, or is one person too dominating?  Is the couple also working well with 
their surroundings, others on the dance floor, the music? 
 
CONTENT:  The moves and combinations used.  Are they appropriate for the dance, the music, the couple, and 
the contest?  All other things being equal, difficulty and variety of content is a plus and will be scored higher.  
Poorly executed content should not lead to higher scoring and may actually lower scores. 
 
ENTERTAINMENT:  Does the couple entertain the audience?  Do they exhibit that extra flair and charisma?  
Are they having fun with each other, with the music, and with the crowd?  Is the crowd having fun watching 
them?  Overdone playing to the crowd to the detriment of dancing to the music and with the partner should not 
be marked high. 


